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What is the importance of wells? Dlscun

nspired by an African myth and the ideas of a sixth-century astronomer and

mathematician from India, this is a story in verse. Do science and age-old

wisdom go together? Read this poem to understand not only the significance
of water but also the importance of combining wisdom and technology.

SECTION 1

en to your teacher read this section and then answer these questions.

In what ways would the well help the villagers?

Why did@he engi_n‘eﬂfqét Dg__would find water easily?

List the things the engineer and his team took with them when they went
of the hill.

rtailed instructions, see inside front cover.
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Radhika Chadha

Worksheet
A. Read these statements. Write True or False. Write NI if the poem does not

information about them.
. The engineer thought he could have the well ready in a day.

2. The engineer had not looked at the map of the village.
3. The engineer had never had any trouble finding water in the past.
4. The engineer's team followed all his orders without argument.

5. The farmer was a village elder.

6. The farmer thought the engineer would not take his advice seriously.

B. What do these sentences tell you about the engineer and the farmer?

Tick the correct options,

1. "My knowledge of wells simply has no gaps.”
a. He is college-educated,
b. He is confident, /
c. He has a big team, =

2. “Come, let us fulfil the villagers’ dream.»
a. He is arrogant, :

b. He wants to help.

c. He is creative,

N







6. A Well is Born A lovely tale told in prose
form. This form is very dear to my heart
and I loved the way the author
Radhika Chadha has written it. I also
liked the moral, if you will, at the end of
the story. Of the wisdom of the
East working with the Science of the
West to create wonderful innovations
to help the mankind. The poem maybe a
little too long for very young children,
but it may appeal to older kids. Narad
rating — 3/5



